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form of a rhomboid. In color it is gray,
yellow or reddish-brown, and it is semi-trans-
parent. It is easily scratched with a knife.
A second variety is called pearl spar; this
has crystals with curved surfaces and is of
a pearly luster. It is a good building stone,
and certain varieties make fine statuary
marble. Dolomite, when subjected to heat,
yields a cement material which is used exten-
sively for linings of Bessemer converters.
DOLPHIN, dol'fin, an animal which forms
the type of a family that includes, also, the
porpoise and the narwhal. It inhabits every
sea from the equator to the poles. The com-
mon dolphin measures from six to ten feet
in length and has a sharp snout about a
half-foot long. It is usually black above,
gray on the sides and white beneath. Its
flesh is coarse, rank and disagreeable, but it
is used by the Laplanders as food. The
dolphins live on fish and mollusca, and often
they may be seen in great numbers around
shoals of herring. They have to come to
the surface at short intervals to breathe. The
structure of the ear renders the sense of
hearing very acute, and the animals are ob-
served to be attracted by regular or harmo-
nious sounds. Compactness and strength
are the characteristics of these animals, and
they swim with extraordinary velocity.
The dolphin is most common in the Medi-
terranean, but one species, the bottle-nosed,
is caught on the coast of New Jersey. Other
species which are taken off the coast of the
United States are the black dolphin and the
spotted dolphin. The name is also commonly
but improperly given to a fish of the mack-
erel family, which changes its colors when
dying, and shows many beautiful shades. In
Greek mythology the dolphin was sacred to
Apollo. Its image appeared on Greek coins
and is said to have been represented on the
shield of Ulysses.
DOME, a vaulted roof, in the shape of a
hemisphere, or sometimes of an octagon or
an ellipse, covering, a building or part of it
and forming a common feature of Byzantine
and Renaissance architecture. Cupola is
often used as a synonym, but, strictly speak-
ing, the latter term refers to the interior,
dome being applied to the exterior. In com-
mon usage, however, the entire structure is
included under the name dome.
Most modern domes are semi-elliptical and
are constructed of timber, but the ancient
domes were nearly hemispherical and were
 constructed of stone. The finest, without any
rival, ancient or modern, is that of the Ro-
tunda or Pantheon at Rome, 140 feet in
diameter and 143 feet in height, erected under
Augustus and still in perfect condition.
Among others the most noteworthy are Saint
Peter's at Rome, 138 feet in diameter; Saint
Paul's in London, 102 feet in diameter, and
that of the Hotel des Invalides in Paris,
ninety-two feet in diameter. The finest dome
in the United States is that of the Capitol at
Washington, measuring ninety-six feet in
diameter. A dome 152 feet in diameter was
erected on the Palace of Horticulture at the
Panama-Pacific Exposition, in 1915, but this
was only a temporary structure.
DOMENICHINO, do ma ne che'no, or DO-
MENICO ZAMPIEEI (1581-1641), an
Italian painter of great eminence, belonging
to the Bolognese school. He was born at
Bologna, and studied there and at Rome,
where he painted his masterpiece, Last Com-
munion of Saint Jerome, now in the Vatican,
and numerous frescoes representing religious
and mythological subjects. After four years
in Bologna, he returned to Rome in 1621 and
became principal architect and painter in the
Papal Palace. The best of his later works
are The Four Evangelists and Diana and Her
Nymphs Bathing. Domeniehino's distin-
guishing merit was the naturalness of his
human figures. He was one of the first
painters to use successfully naturalistic land-
scape as a background for human figures.
DOMESDAY, doom/day, BOOK, or
DOOMSDAY BOOK, a book showing the
results of the land survey ordered by William
the Conqueror, about 1086. The survey was
made by commissioners, who collected their
information in each district from a sworn
jury consisting of sheriffs, lords of manors,
presbyters, bailiffs, villeins—all the classes,
in short, interested in the matter. The ex-
tent, tenure, value and proprietorship of the
land in each district, the state of culture and
in some cases the number of tenants, villeins
and serfs were among- the matters recorded.
The survey was completed within a year.
ISForthumberland, Durham, Cumberland and
Westmoreland were not included in the sur-
vey, probably for the reason that William's
authority was not then fully established in
those counties. The Domesday Book consists
of two volumes, one folio and one quarto.
It has been twice republished, the last time
(1861-1865) in perfect facsimile.

